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ZECHARIAH i. 5. 


Your Fathers, where are they ? and the Prophets, do 
they live for ever ? 


A enquiry this, which may vith great pro- 
priety be made at any time, as one genera- 
tion continually paſſeth away and another follows: 
but with much greater propriety upon the preſent 
ſolemn occaſion, as the worthy father who was to 
have addreſſed you in this your annual aſſembly, 
is no more. * The places that once knew him, 
in the family, in the church, and in this annual. 
afſembly for a long ſeries of years, ſhall know him 
no more for ever. Though but a few weeks ago 
many now preſent, ſaw, converſed with, and at- 
tended the miniſtrations of our venerable friend: 
yet now he is removed from us, and we ſhall ſee 
his face, we ſhall hear his voice no more. He ig 
gone from the temple-below to the temple above; 
from this aſſembly, to the more illuſtrious aſſem- 
bly of the firſt-born in heaven; there to unite 
with the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, in the 
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ſublime and exalted ſervices of that bliſsful world. 
From this unexpected event, we are naturally 
led to recolle& many others of our venerable fa- 
thers, who once uſed to affiſt in theſe annual aſ- 
ſemblies, but are now removed from us. May 
we not then, with peculiar but mournful propriety, 
adopt the enquiry in our text, and with the pro- 
phet ſay, —Your fathers, where are they ? and the pro- 
lets, do they live for ever? And as the prophet 
urged this conſideration as a powerful motive to 
engage the people of the Jews, to whom he wrote, 
to turn from their evil ways and doings to the 
Lord, and not to be as their fathers who-did not 
bear nor hearken to what the Lord ſaid to them 
by the prophets; ſo it may, ſurely, be urged with 
equal propriety to ſtir up the men of this genera- 
tion, to forſake their ſinful courſes and to turn to 
the Lord. The mortality of men in general has 
a natural tendency to anſwer this end, but much 
more ſhouldthe death of truly good and eminent 
men, of fathers and prophets, excite their brei/ren 
eſpecially, to attend with diligence and zeal tothe 
variousſervices to which they are called. With this 
view the words were choſen, and are now pro- 
poſed to your candid conſideration. 

Who this Zechariah was that wrote the prophecy 
of which our text is a part, is not certain. Some 
ſuppoſe he was the father of John the Baptiſt; 
others, that Zecharias who was ſlain between the 


temple and the altar, of whom mention 1s made 
— 
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Matt. xxiii. 35; and others fuppofe him to have 
been that Zechariah, the fon of Jehozada the prieft, 
who is mentioned 2 Chron. xxiv. 20. But as there 
are material objections to each of theſe opinions, 
J am rather inclined to think, with a late learned 
commentator, that he was one of the captivity in 
Babylon, who came up from thence with Zerub- 
babel, Neh. xii. 16. and was cotemporary with the 
prophet Haggai. He began his prophecy ſoon 
after him, in the eighth month, which anſwers to 
part of our October and November, in the ſecond 
year of Darius Hyſtaſpes king of Perfia. 

The deſign of this prophecy was to ſtir up the 
Jews to build the temple, and reform the many 
abuſes which had crept into the worſhip of God 
amongſt them ; and alfo, to encourage their faith 
and hope in the promiſed Meſſiah, who is ſpoken 
of as the Bxancu, ch. iii. ver. 8. whom the Lord 
promiſed to bring forth. Of him and the bleſ- 
{ings of grace to be expected in and through him, 
the prophet reminds them, agreeably to the import 
of his name, a remembrancer of the Lord, or the me- 
mory of the Lord, By divine direQtion he calls 
upon them to return to the Lord, and ſtrongly 
recommends this to them from the confideration' 
of his ſore diſpleaſure with their fathers, and his 
being ready to return to them, ver. 2, 3. And 
ſome think the words of our text are brought in 
by way of anticipating an objeQtion they might be 
ready to make, that their fathers were no more, 
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and the prophets. were dead, and therefore they 
need not regard them or their ſayings. To which 
the prophet is ſuppoſed to reply, ver. 6.—that not- 
withſtanding the fathers and prophets were no more, 
yet that the words which the Lord commanded 
his ſervants the prophets to ſpeak to their fathers, 
had taken hold of them, and the judgments 
threatened were executed upon them, many of 
them dying in Babylon by the Chaldean ſword. 
And he further intimates to them, that the words 
of the Lord by the prophets who now ſpoke to 
them, ſhould take hold of them alſo, and that it be- 
hoved them therefore ſeriouſly to attend to what 
was ſpoken, before it was too late. The general 
meaning of the paſſage evidently is, that though 
their fathers were no more, and the prophets did 
not live for ever, yet that the word of the Lord re- 
mained firm and immoveable, and ſhould have 
in due time its accompliſhment, and that thefe- 
fore they ſhould give the more earneſt heed to 
what was ſpoken. | | 

In further diſcourſing from the words, I pro- 
poſe | | 

I. To conſider the character of the perſons - 
ſpoken of, fathers and prophets. 

II. The import of the enquiry here made con- 
cerning them. Where are they? Do they live for 
ever 2 - $6 | | = 

III. Cloſe with ſome ſuitable improvement of 
the ſubjeRt. 


I. Iam 


BE 
I. I am to conſider the character of the — 
ſons ſpoken of, fathers and prophets. ee 
The term fathers" is uſed in different ſents: 
Literally, it intends the fathers of our: fleſh, our 
progenitors ; concerning whom many preſent may 
ſay—where are they? for they have long: ſince 
left us, and are no more. But the word fathers 
is often uſed in a figurative ſenſe, and ſometimes 
intends the aged or the ancients ; in which ſenſe 
it is applied to the patriarchs and heads of the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and their ſucceſſors; ſee John vii. 22. Rom. ix. 
5, 10. Sometimes kings, who are ſuppgfed to 
aft a paternal part towards their ſubjeas, are 
called nurſing fathers; and magiſtrates of an in- 
ferior claſs, who ſhould be as fathers to the peo- 
ple, have the ſame appellation given them. Vai. 
xlix. 23. The founders of any inſtitution are alſo 
called fathers, Jabal was called the father of ſuch 
as dwelt in tents, and Jubal the father of all ſuch 
as handled the harp and organ, Gen. iv. 20, 21. 
In like manner Cicero calls Jſocrates the father of 
eloquence. Sometimes the term fathers is applied 
to perſons of conſiderable eminence, and Chriſ- 
tians particularly of great attainments in the di- 
vine life, are thus denominated, 1 John ii. 13. 
But it is more to my preſent purpoſe to obſerve, 
that Miniſters and Paſtors of churches may with pe- 


culiar propriety be deſcribed under the character 
of fathers. In which ſcnſe this word appears to 
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be uſed by the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. iv, 1 f. yet have 


ye not many fathers, The propriety of its applica- 
tion, in this particular point of view, i ks what I am 
now to illuſtrate and improve. 

Miniſters then, I would obſerve, may be called 


8, | 
1. As the character of fathers neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes and implies children, to whom they ſtand 
related as fathers. 

And are not thoſe happy ſouls who are con- 
verted unto God by the inſtrumentality of his mi- 
niſtring ſervants, the children of ſuch miniſters ? 
In Chriſt Jeſus, ſays the apoſtle Paul addreſſing 
himſelf to the Corinthians, I have begotten you 
through the goſpel. And what are the members 
that eompoſe different churches, but the children 
of thoſe miniſters who have the care of them in 
the Lord? The venerable apoſtle John often 
ſpeaks of ſuch perſons under the character of 
children. Little children let no man decerve you, and, 
bitte children keep your ſelves from idols. It has pleaſed 
the great parent of the univerſe, and father of his 
chureh, to make uſe of his miniſtring ſervants as 
the inſiruments of raiſing to himſelf a church out of 
the ruins of the fall, and of repairing it from time 
to time as it is laid waſte by death; on which ac- 
count they may with the greateſt propriety be de- 
ſcribed under the charatter of fathers. By the 
inſtrumentality of the patriarchs and prophets of 
old, God raiſed up and ſupported the Jewiſh 
church, during that diſpenſation ; and under the 
golpel- 
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- goſpel diſpenſation he was pleaſed to make uſe of 
the apoſtles as inſtruments, to plant the firſt chriſ- 
tian churches in different parts of the world; and 
by the inſtrumentality of ſucceeding miniſters he 
has continued a church in the world to the preſent 
day, making uſe of his miniſtring ſervants as fa- 
thers to build up his family. 

2. Miniſters may be ſtiled fathers, becauſe fa- 
thers are generally ſuppoſed to be men of know- 
ledge and experience. 

Fathers have the direction of their reſpective 
families, and having ſeen more of men and things 
than children that are but of ſhort underſtanding 
in the world, they are ſuppoſed to be qualified for 
the ſtation they poſſeſs. Days ſhould ſpeak, ſays 
Elihu, and multitude of years ſhould teach knowledge, 
Job xxxii. 7. But if fathers in a natural ſenſe are 
ſuppoſed to be men of knowledge and experience, 
how much more may this be expetted of fathers 
in Chriſt? Miniſters, ſpiritual fathers, are to teach 
and inſtrutt others; but how can they do this, if 
they are not men of knowledge themſelves ? It is 
a trite but very true maxim, nemo dat quod non 
habet, no one gives or can give what he has not; 
and a miniſter therefore that has not a fund of 
knowledge and experience himſelf, can never im- 
part knowledge and inſtruction to others. Mini- 
ſters are to explain and illuſtrate to their people 
or family, the contents of that divine volume 
which is the univerſal ſtandard of chriſtian faith 
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and practice, the bible. And here we have the 
richeſt treaſure laid up, knowledge of every kind 
in abundance. Things natural, and things ſpiri- 
tual, things civil, and things ſacred are here treat- 
ted of; and we have here moreover many things 
hard to be underſtood, myſteries of providence, 
and myſteries of grace, which require to be un- 
folded and explained. There are in this ſacred 
book great and important truths, various duties, 
and an account of the manifold exerciſes and tri- 
* als of good men in the different ſtations and cir- 
18 - cumſlances in which they have been placed; all 
11 which with a variety of other things of a 
| like nature, are to be attended to, explained, il- 
i | luſtrated and improved as occaſion may require. 
1 But how can this be done without a good degree 
31% of knowledge and judgment? Maniſters are ex- 
bl | pected to bring out of the ſacred repoſitory things 
* new and. old, rightly to divide the wordof truth, and 
by to give to every one his portion in due ſeaſon. 
: But this requires {kill in the word of righteoul- 
neſs, the tongue of the learned, thus to ſpeak a 
word in ſeaſon to weary fouls, and to accommo- J 
date ourſelves to the various circumſtances and = - 
neceſſities of thoſe we have to do with, Nor is a 
degree of knowledge alone ſufficient, but it re- 
quires much experience in the things of God, to 
enable us to deal properly with tempted and dil- 
treſſed fouls. Thoſe who, like their divine maſ- 
ter, have been themſelves tempted, know beſt how 
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ao ſuccor them that are tempted. Experience is ge- 
nerally the beſt teacher, and the more experience 
miniſters have, the better qualified they are for 
the various duties of their office. Accordingly 
when the apoſtle Paul deſcribes a chriſtian biſhop 
or father, he ſays,—not a novice, one lately con- 
verted te the chriſtian faith, a raw, ignorant, unex- 
perienced perſon ; but one who has been of ſome 
ſtanding in the church of God, and has attained 
a competent ſhare of knowledge and experience. 
—And of what infinite ſervice would it be to the 
church of God, and what an honor would it re- 
flett upon the miniſterial character, were the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt in general fathers indeed, in the 
ſenſe that has now been explained! An intelli- 
gent, experienced and judicious miniſter, is one 
of the greateſt bleſſings a people can enjoy; and 
a greater curſe cannot well befall a people, than to 
have an ignorant, inexperienced, and injudicious 
miniſter ſettled amongſt them. Hence we find 
miniſters are exhorted to ſtudy, to meditate, to 
read, to pray, to ſeek for knowledge as for ſilver, 
and to ſearch for it as for hid treaſure. Wiſdom, 
ſays Solomon, is the principal thing; therefore get 
_ wiſdom, ſays he, and with all thy getting, get under- 
fianding, Prov. ii. 4.—iv. 5, 79. Who is not con- 
vinced of the unportance of knowledge and expe- 
rience in a father, to the credit and advantage of 
bis family? And who then muſt not ſee the infi- 
nitcly greater importance of knowledge and ex- 
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perience in a miniſter, a father in Chriſt, to the 
wellfare of the church of God? The prieſts lips 
under the law, were to keep and diſpenſe-know- F 
ledge; and ſurely it is not les neceſſary they 4 4 
ſhould do ſo, under the goſpel. | ; 
3- Miniſters may be called fathers, as this cha- | 
rater implies and ſuppoſes gravity. and ſobriety. 
A light vain ſpirit and conduct ill become the 


charatter of a father, and a vicious: immoral be- 


havior is ſtill more unſuitable to it. Fathers are 
naturally ſuppoſed to be men of gravity and ſo- 
briety, and when they are otherwiſe, they are 
what they ought not to be. Titus is commanded 
to enforce upon the aged men that they be ſober, 
grave, temperate; and a goſpel biſhop or father 
MUST BE, it is exprelsly ſaid, Tit. i. 8. fober, uſt, 
holy, temperate.— Fathers ſhould be patterns to their 
families, ſetting a good example before them, and 
leading them by example as well as precept and 
exhortation. The very name father carries ſome- 


thing venerable in it, and we naturally expect 


ſomething more and better from fathers than from 
the inferior members of the family. Spiritual 
fathers ſhould in an eſpecial manner be con- 
cerned to be enſamples to their reſpettive flocks, 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity. They are placed by providence 
in very conſpicuous ſtations, at the head of their 
ſeveral families or churches, and more therefore 
is expected from them than from others. Children 
may 
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may plead their years and inexperience as an ex- 
cuſe for their unallowed foibles and infirmities ; 
but fathers cannot urge any thing of this nature,— 
The importance of a good example in thoſe par- 
ticularly who ſuſtain the charatter of ſpiritual 
fathers, may be argued from their own reputation, 
peace, and comfort; for what ſatisfaction or plea- 
ſure can they have in a reflection upon their 
conduct, if they are conſcious of having funda- 
mentally failed in this reſpect? Muſt not their 
own hearts, to ſay nothing of the reproaches of 
others, accuſe and condemn them ? — And then 
further, the wellfare of the family greatly depends 
upon the good example of the head of it. If the 
head be diſordered, the whole body will be more 
or leſs affected. The credit of religion, the ſuc- 
ceſs and ſpread of the goſpel, the honor of God, 
of Chriſt, and the happineſs of precious ſouls, are - 
cloſely connected with what I am now recom- 
mending, In ſhort, as the very exiſtence of 
families, as well as ſtates and kingdoms, depends. 
in a great meaſure on the good conduct of the 
heads of them ; ſo the very being of the church, 
and the continuance of religion in the world, 
under God, greatly depends on the good conduct 
of the miniſters of the goſpel. By the pious ex- 
amples of chriſtian miniſters or fathers, the pro- 
leſſors of religion are confirmed and encouraged 
in the good ways of God; they hereby ſee there 
is a reality in religion. Sinners are convinced of 
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che error of their way, and ſeeing the light of pi- 
ous examples ſhining before them, are induced 
to glorify God. The mouths of infidels are 
topped and they are left without excuſe. But 
en the other hand, what infinite damage is 
done to the cauſe of God and religion in 
the world, by the unholy lives of thoſe who are 
fathers, by office at leaſt, in the chriſtian church! 
Hereby ſinners are hardened in their fins, en- 
quiring ſouls are diſcouraged and ſtumbled, the 
goſpel and the miniſtry of it greatly expoſed and 
degraded, the great Redeemer wounded in the 
houſe of his pretended friends, crucified afreſh, 
and put to open ſhame ! There are no greater ene- 
mies to Chriſt and his goſpel in the world, than 
ungodly, unholy miniſters. They not only deſtroy 
their own ſouls but the fouls of others likewiſe. 
And to ſee fathers wallowing in the mire of fin, 
drinking in iniquity like water, running into every 
excels of riot, how ſhockir -! To ſee fathers in 
years, fathers by office, miniſters of the holy 
goſpel, miniſters of the holy Jeſus, att an unholy 
part, abandon themſelves to immoral courſes, and 
inſtead of going before their people in the ways of 
holineſs, lcading them into the paths of fin and 
deſtruction how awful, how exccedingly affett- 
ing! Would to God no ſuch miniſters were to be 
found in our land, or in any of our churches ! 
But alas! we have too much reaſon to cry out 
with the prophet, Fer. ix. 1. Oh that our heads were 

waters, 
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waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears, that we 
maght weep day and night for the ſlain, in this reſpe&, 
of the daughter of our people ! And with the apoſtle, 
may we not complain, that ſome walk, of whom 
we may with weeping ſay, they are enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt, whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God is 
their belly, who mind earthly things] 

I have dwelt the longer on this head, from a 
deep convittion of the great importance of that 
exemplary behavior in the miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, which I have ſo warmly recommended, and 
which ſeems fo eſſentially to enter into the pater- 
nal character. And the Lord grant that what has 
been offered may have the deſired effect! That 
the fathers of the church may be more like the 
great head of the church, and tread in the pious 
footſteps of thoſe of their honored predeceſſors, 
who adorned their character, and were concerned, 
like the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, to keep under 
their bodies and bring them into fubjeftion, leſt by any 
means, when they had preached to others, they themſelves 
ſhould be caſt-aways, and others, by their means, be 
fo too! 2 

4. Miniſters may be called fathers, as it is the 
duty of fathers to provide for their families. 

To whom ſhall children look for the ſupply of 
their daily wants, but unto their parents? And 
from whom can they expett proviſions for their 
future ſupport, but from their parents ? The chil- 
dren are not expetted to lay up for the parents. 
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ſays the apoſtle Paul, but the parents for the children. 
2 Cor. xii. 14. And if any man provide not for his 
own, ſays the ſame apoſtle, 1 Tim. v. 8. he hath 
denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel. And in 
like manner it is the duty of miniſters to feed the 
flock of God, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made them overſeers. They are to feed them 
with the wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, and the doctrine which is according to 
godlineſs. They are to feed them with know- 
ledge and good underſtanding, the knowledge of 
God, his perfections and attributes, his works, and 
more eſpecially his word. They are to feed them 
with the knowledge of Chriſt, the glories of his 
perſon as God-man the great Mediator, his ſtupen- 
dous love and grace in undertaking and executing 
the great work of redemption, the infinite value 
and virtue of his ſacrifice and atonement, and the 
perfection and excellency of his ſpotleſs righteouſ- 
neſs. They are to feed them with the knowledge 
of the Holy Spirit, his perſon, office, and oper- 
ations upon the hearts of men, and the abſolute 
need of his aid and influence through the whole 
of the chriſtian life. Nor are they to teach their 
people what they ought to believe only, but alſo what 
they ſhould do, how they ſhould behave in every 
ſtation and relation in which they may be placed. 
They are to teach them the dutics as well as doc- 
trines of chriſtianity, the duties of the ſecond ay 


well as of the firſt table, ſhewing them that what 
the 
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the Lord requires of them is to do juſtly, to love 
-mercy, and to walk humbly with their God, Mic. vi. 8, 
They ſhould lay before their people the nature 
and extent of the divine law, ſhewing hoy it is at 
once the rule of our life and converſation, and a 
ſchool- maſter to lead us to Chriſt, who is the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
lieveth, They ſhould ſhew their people from 
what principles, and with what views they ſhould 
att in all they do, and their abſolute need of di- 
vine aſſiſtance for the right and acceptable diſ- 
charge of every duty. Nor are the experiences 
and trials of good men, nor their ſupports and 
comforts to be paſſed over in ſilence. Come, fays 
David, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my foul, Pf. Ixvi. 16. In a word, 
they who are true fathers in Chriſt will keep back 
no part of the counſel of God, but bring forth 
things new and old, milk for babes, and ftrong 
meat for ſtrong men, ſhewing themſelves to be fa- 

thers indeed to thoſe under their care. | 
Nor will they be concerned for the preſent hap- 
pineſs only, but allo for the future and permanent 
felicity of their reſpective families. Here I am 
naturally led to take notice of the late repeated 
applications to parliament for the enlargement 
and eſtabliſhment of our religious liberties, and 
particularly for the removal of thoſe penal laws 
which, though till in being, are ſo ſhocking to hu- 
Manity, that the very enemies of toleration them- 
C ſelves 
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ſelves are aſhamed even to attempt their vindi- 
cation. Great are our obligations to thoſe of our 
worthy brethren and fathers in London, who have 
lo nobly exerted themſelves in this noble cauſe. 
A. cauſe ſo juſt, ſo honorable, ſo important, that 
I know not how to ſuppoſe but that in the end it 


mult be triumphant. Our forefathers ſtruggled 


hard. yea ſtrove unto blood in the cauſe of liberty, 
and to them are we indebted, and to their glorious 
efforts, under God, for the liberties we now enjoy. 
Let us not then behave unworthy of our relation 
to ſuch diſtinguiſhed genuine patriots; but whilit 
we are truly thankful for the liberties we enjoy 
under the preſent mild and auſpicious government, 
let us contribute all we can to tranſmit them down 
to our poſterity, if poſſible, with additional ad- 
vantage. Mere indulgence and connivance are 
by no means equal to legal ſecurity. And why 
good ſubjects, let their religious opinions be what 
they will, ſhould not enjoy legal fecurity, who can 
ſay ? Are any ready to inlinuate the cauſe of truth 
would be hereby injured? It is an unjuſt and dil- 
honorable inſinuation. Liberty is a friend of 
truth, which neither needs nor reſts upon any hu- 
man ſupport, but upon that God who is the author 
of it. The weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, and the wrath of man, it behoves us to remem- 
ber, worketh not the righteouſneſs of God. The great 
God himſelf allows us liberty to judge for our- 
ſelves, calling upon us in his word to prove all 

things ; 
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things; and ſhall we then wiſh to deprive one 
another of this liberty ? What can be more unrea- 
 ſonable! The rights of conſcience ought ever to 
be eſteemed ſacred; but ſacred they are not, nor 
can be, if they are allowed to be wolated in any 
inſtance. If the civil magiſtrate preſumes to de- 
termine who are and who are not entitled to pro- 
tection, on account of their merely religious ſenti- 
ments and pratlice, the very ſoundation of all our 
religious liberties is abſolutely deſtroyed. Let us 
then, with a ſteadineſs and zeal equal to the im- 
portance of the cauſe, att the genuine part of fa- 
thers, by endeavoring to provide for the perma- 
nent happineſs of our ſucceſſors, Let us by our 
conduct prove ourſelves to be the genuine ſons of 
thoſe worthy fathers into whoſe lahors we are en- 
tered. The many excellent tracts“ which have 
been publiſhed upon this ſubject, and which will 
refle& immortal honor upon their reſpective au- 
thors, render any further enlargement 6n this 
head unneceſſary; eſpecially when I conſider that 
I am addreſſing mylelf to thoſe, who, I am confi- 
dent, generouſly diſdain to harbor in their breaſts 
a ſpirit of perſecution under any form, and can- 
not therefore wiſh to have any of their brethren 
entangled with a yoke of bondage. 


5. Miniſters may be deſcribed under the cha- 
C 2 rater 
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rafter of fathers, as this character implies in it ten- 
derneſs and love. 

Like as a father pitiein his children, ſays the 
pſalmiſt, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him, Pl. 
ciii. 13. The various infirmities and afflictions of 
a family, call for the exerciſe of tenderneſs and 
love in a parent. And a cruel mercileſs parent is 
a monſter in nature, and a reproach to mankind. 
And ſhould not miniſters then, fathers in Chriſt, 
be men of tenderneſs, compaſſion and chriſtian 
love? Should they not be ready, like their divine 
maſter, not to break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 


ſmoaking flax; to gather the lambs with their arm, and 


carry them in their boſom, and genlly lead thoſe that are 
with young? How unworthy the character of a fa- 
ther in Chriſt muſt he be, who has no compaſſion. 
for the ſouls of his people, cares not what becomes 
of them, and concerns not himſelf about them. 
And yet, are there not too many ſuch to be found? 
The prophet complains of ſome of this charatter, 
who with force and cruelty ruled the flock, and he 


| threatens them with fore judgments. Happy 


would it be, were there none of this complexion 
in our times! But would we indeed att the part 
of fathers to our people, let us then exerciſe the 

oreateſt tenderneſs and love towards them. 
6. Miniſters may be {tiled fathers, on account of 

the authority with which they are inveſted. 
Fathers have a natural authority over their chil- 
dren and families, and ſo have miniſters over the 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritnal houſhold committed to their care. We 
have had, ſays the apoſtle, Heb. xii. g. fathers of 
our fleſh, who corretted us and we gave them reverence. 
And chriſtians are exhorted to obey them that have 
the rule over them in the Lord, Heb. xiii. 19. But 
then they are to rule, it ſhoult be remembered, 
not as arbitrary lords whoſe will is to ſtand for a 
law, but they are to rule by the direction of their 
great Lord and Maſter, in a ſpirit of meekneſs 
and love, and for the good and with the concur- 
rence of the family. They are not to lord it over 
God's heritage, as though they had dominion over 
their people's faith, but to be helpers of their 
joy. 

5 And laſtly. Miniſters may be called fathers. 
on actount of the reſpe& due to them from thoſe 
to whom they ſtand related in this connexion. 

A ſon honoreth his father. If I am a father where 
is mine honor? Mal. i. 6. And we are directed, 
you know, to eſteem the miniſters of .Chriſt very 
highly in love for their work's fake, and to account 
ſuch as rule well, worthy of double honor, 1 Tim. 
v. 17. Fathers in Chriſt, whilſt they ſupport 
their characters with dignity, are entitled to re- 
fpe& and honor, their inſtruQtions ought to be re- 
ceived and regularly attended to, and every thing 
neceſſary for the ſupply of their various wants 
ſhould be chearfully communicated to them. If 
they furniſh the houſhold with ſpiritual proviſions, 
is it a great thing for the houſhold to ſupply them 


with 
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with temporal and carnal things? Nay, has not 


God ordained, that they which preach the goſpel ſhould 


live of the goſpel? 1 Cor: ix. 14. How reproach- 


ful for children to ſuffer their fathers to want, when 


they have it in their power to ſupply them; or to 
ſupply them but ſcantily, when they are able to 
do it liberally! 

Lou ſee then with what propriety, on various 
accounts, the miniſters of Chriſt may be deſcribed 
under the character of fathers. The other charac- 
ter mentioned in our text, is that of prophets. 

Prophets were men raiſed up of God in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and who were inſpired to fore- 
tell things to come. But by the prophets ſpoken 
of in our text, ſome ſuppoſe we are to underſtand 
the falſe prophets, and that the conſideration of 
their being now no more able to delude them, be- 
ing gone the way of all the earth, is mentioned 
as a motive to ſtir up the people to return unto 
the Lord, from whom they had ſhamefully revolt- 
ed. Though it ſhould rather ſeem the true pro- 
blets are intended, and that their not living for e- 
ver, is mentioned as being nevertheleſs no rea- 


ſon for diſregarding what was ſpoken by them, 


ſince the word they delivered would live, when 
they were dead. — But the term prophets is ſome- 
times applied to miniſters in general, and by pro- 


pheſying we are to underſtand preaching. See 


1 Cor. xiv. 1, 3. It was the work and office of 


the prophets of the Lord, to make known his mind 
and 


I 23 J 
and will to men: and is not this the buſineſs of 
miniſters now? They are to declare to their peo - 
ple the whole counſel of God as it is delivered in 


the ſacred ſcriptures, and ſhould fee to it that they 
be true not falſe prophets, that they declare not 


inventions, fancies and noſtrums of ele . but 


the counſel of God- 4 

Having thus conſidered the characters of the 
perſons ſpoken of in our text, fathers and prophets, 
I proceed to conſider + 

II. The import of the inquiry here made con- 
cerning them. Where are they? Do they live . 
ever ? 

The meaning of which queſtions 1s, 

1. That many of the fathers were dead, and 
that the prophets do not live for ever, but die as 
well as others. 

Your fathers, where are they? As beg he 
had ſaid, are not many of them removed from us, 
are not many of them dead, and gone to the land 
of ſilence? Surely they are. They are here 
many of them no more. The places that once 
knew them, and which they occupied with honor 
and advantage, ſhall know them no more. And 
the prophets do they live for ever? No; but they 
alſo die and go the way of all the earth. Death 
makes no diſtinction. The grave is an houſe ap- 
pointed for all living, in which the rich and the 
poor, the prince and the peaſant, fathers and 
their children, prophets and their people, all meet 

together. 
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together.And of how many, who were once fa- 
thers amongſt us, may we mournfully ſay, where 
are they? They are not in their own houſes, preſid- 
ing in their families, praying with and for them, 
and teaching and inſtructing them; they are not 
in the churches here they were wont to reaſon 
daily of righteouſneſs, temperance and judgment 
to come; they are not in this our annual aſſembly ; 
alas! where are they? Why, ſad to ſay, they 
are, as to this world, no more! Their counte- 
nances are changed and they are ſent away. Our 
venerable father who was now to have addreſſed 
us, is gone to his long home. The watchful eye, 
in darkneſs .closd—And mule ili inſtructive tongue.” 
The prophets, do they live for ever? No, but 
die, and return to the duſt, But then I would 
obſerve in the | 

2d place. We arc not to ſuppoſe, from the 
enquiry here made concerning the fathers and 
prophets, that they are blotted out of exiſtence, 
and have a being no where. — 'Tis true, they do 
not live here for ever, they are, as to this world, 
no more. But is it aſked where are they? Bleſſed 
be God, we can aſſuredly anſwer, they are where 
they longed to be, they are with Jeſys their dear 
Lord and Maſter, who has poſitively ſaid, where 
1 am, there fall alſo my ſervant be; they are join- 
ed to the general aſſembly above, incorporated 
with the bleſſed ſpirits around the throne, and 
employed in cclebrating the praiſes of their God 


and 
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and king, to whoſe grace they are indebted for 
all their dignity and glory. They ſhall no more 
be called to ſtruggle - with any of thoſe various 
trials which once painfully exerciſed them, for 
they have quitted the field of combat, and are be- 
come conquerors, and more than conquerors, 
through him that hath loved them. 
But methinks I hear ſome ready to fay - — but 
why are the fathers and prophets thus removed 
from us? Why are we ſo ſoon deprived, as is of- 
ten the caſe, of their company and their labors ? 
Why are we ſo frequently left like orphans, di- 
ſtrefled and expoſed; left, like ſheep without a 
ſhepherd ? Perhaps it may be on ſuch accounts as 
theſe. 

iſt. Becauſe it is the righteous appointment of 
God that all men ſhould once die. Miniſters as 
well as others; for the univerſal wages of fin is 
death, and we have all ſinned and are become guil- 
ty before God. Enoch and Elijah indeed were 
tranſlated to heaven in an extraordinary manner, 
but theſe are ſingular inſtances, nor have we. any 
reaſon.now to expett the like indulgence. The 
fathers, prophets, and patriarchs under the former 
diſpenſation, and the apoſtles, evangeliſts, and 
ſucceeding miniſters under the preſent diſpenſa- 
tion ; — where are they ? And if they are no 
more, muſt not we in our turn follow? 


2. Prophets and fathers die, becauſe when they 
D have 
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| have finiſhed the work given them to do, there is 
g no farther occaſion for their continuance in life. 
There is an appointed time for men and for 

miniſters on the earth, and a work aſſigned them 
to do; and when this is fimſhed they have li- 
berty to retire that they may enter into the joy of 
their Lord. Thus ſays our bleſſed Lord, J have 
finiſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do, John xvii. 4. 
which he mentions as a reaſon why he ſhould with- 
draw from the world and return to his father. 
And I have finiſhed my courſe, ſays the apoſtle Paul, 
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs. And in like manner it is 
ſaid of David, Adds xiii. 36. that when he had ſerv- 
i ed his generation, he fell aſleep. And ſo, thoſe who 
q are now on the ſtage of attion, when they have 
finiſhed the work aſſigned them, may retire and 
go to their fathers. It is an old, but I think true 
ſaying, every miniſter is immortal till fas work is 
done. | | 

g. The death of fathers and prophets may be de- 
figned to teach us, not to indulge an exceſſive 
fondneſs for them on the one hand, nor to treat 
them with a criminal indifference on the other. 

I am of Paul, ſays one, and I am of Apollos, 
ſays another—now ſays the apoſtle, who is Paul, 
or who is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye believed? 
Are any ready to idolize their miniſters, -and 
make a kind of Gods of them; let it be remember- 
ed they ſhall die like men. Your fathers, where 


arc 
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are they ? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 
—Or on the other hand, are any ready to de- 
ſpiſe them, and deal unkindly by them; let it be 
remembered they are dying men. They are earth- 
en veſſels, and ſhould be uſed tenderly therefore 
leſt they be broken. It is but for a ſeaſon they 
are continued with us, they will ſoon be removed 
from us, and the leaſt therefore they can expett 
whilſt chey are with us, is to be treated kindly and 
affectionately by us. Beſides, they are going to 
give an account to their Lord of the treatment 
they have received from us, and he has ſaid, he 
that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeih me, and he that toucheth you 
toucheth the apple of mine eye, Zech. ii. 8. 

4. Sometimes chriſtian fathers and prophets are 
removed in a way of righteous judgment upon 
thoſe who lighted and diſregarded them and their 
miniſtrations. 

Many fathers are taken from their families in a 
way of righteous judgment upon their wicked and 
undutiful children; and many pious mtniſters are 
removed out of the vineyard becauſe ſlighted and 
abuſed by thoſe who enjoyed the benefit of their 
labors, Matt. xxiv. 34, 35. And when miniſters 
are thus removed in judgment, how awful is the 
viſitation! The loſs of ſubſtance, friends, near and 
dear relations, the loſs of life and tha various bleſ- 
ſings of it, muſt be exceeding great; but how much 
greater the loſs of the goſpel and the miniſtry of 
it, to a people that once enjoyed theſe privileges ? 

D 2 The 
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The loſs of a tender father is often eſteemed the 
greateſt a family can ſuſtain ; but how much great- 


er the loſs of a ſpiritual father to the church of 


God? The loſs of natural ſight is great; but the 
loſs of the light of life infinitely greater. Let us 
then deprecate as the foreſt judgment, having our 
ſpiritual fathers removed from us in a way of 
righteous indignation. 

5. Miniſters may be called off the dens of life 
to make way for others to ſucceed them, and in 
order to the accompliſhment of great and impor- 
tant purpoſes with reſpett to the church. 

When the fathers who had long borne the heat 
and burden of the day, 4nd were worn out with 
their various labors, are removed by death, way 
is made for others to be introduced in their room 
who may be more active and uſeful. As when an 
inſtrument, however good and uſeful it might 
have been, yet when worn out becomes in a great 
meaſure uſeleſs, and is therefore laid aſide and a 
new one prepared, ſo it is with miniſters. The 
fathers are removed, to make way -for their ſons 
to ſucceed them, The fathers are gathered in 
like a ſhock of corn fully ripe, they enter into 
reſt, are advanced to higher and nobler ſervices, 
and receive the promiſed reward; that their ſons 
and ſucceſſors may enter into their labors, and 
carry on the great ſchemes of providence and 
grace, with greater vigor and zeal than they, in the 
decline of life, were capable of exerting. And 

| 2 the 
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the death of miniſters has ſometimes been the 
means of greatly alarming and awakening ſinners, 
and rouſing ſleepy ſaints. - And thus by the 
death even of fathers and prophets, the important 
deligns of providence. are fulfilled, : and the in- 
tereſts of Chriſt and religion RY pro- 
moted. 

It only remains, 1n the 

III. And laſt place, that we cloſe the ſubje 
with ſome ſuitable improvement. | 

And 1. Are many of our fathers no more, and 
do the prophets not live for ever? ſhould not this 
excite thoſe of this character who yet remain, to 
work whilſt it is called to-day ? 

If we are ſure we muſt ſoon refign our 0 
ſhould we not be very careful to be able to do it with 
joy and not with grief and ſhame ? If we ſhall be 
fathers but a little while, ſhould we not be careful 
to ſupport the charatter with reputation and dig- 
nity whilſt we ſuſtain it? Are we ſhortly to take 
our final leave of our children and family, of our 
churches and people ;—ſhould we not be con- 
cerned to do it in an honorable manner? What a 
pity it is, our ſun ſhould ſet in a cloud! Are we 
ſoon. to be removed ; ſhould we not then apply 
ourſelves to our work and buſineſs with more 
zeal and earneſtneſs than ever? Should we not be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, ſpend, and be 
ſpent, in our private and public labors, and like 


the morning light, advance to the. perfett day? 
Should 
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Should we not be ready to ſay— I ſhall pray, I 
<« ſhall praiſe, I ſhall preach, in my family, in the 
church, or in the world, in a little while, no 
* more; and I will improve therefore the rem- 
*'nant of time left me to the utmolt of my power, 
* and to the beſt of purpoſes! A few days 
* more and all my labors will be at an end; 
e the ſhades of the evening are drawing apace 
« over me ; I will apply therefore to the great bu- 
« ſineſs of my ſtation with greater aſſiduity than 
te ever. I will work whilſt it is day, and before 
* the night of death comes in which no man can 
* work; and by increaſing diligence and zeal 
« labor to fill up the places of thoſe venerable fa- 
* thers who are now no more.” Thus fhould we, 
and thus, I truſt, we hall improve the removal of 


our fathers from us. 
2. Are our worthy fathers gone, and are we left 


to fill up their places; how ſhould this conſidera- 
tion humble and abaſe us under a ſenſe of our 

great inſufficiency for ſo important a ſervice ? 
Who and what are we, to appear in the room of 
ſuch worthy and eminent men ? How unlike them, 
many of us may ſay, in our qualifications, and in 
zeal and activity! Should we not then apply to 
the throne of grace with greater importunity 
than ever, and ſeek from God, thoſe ſupplies of 
grace, which are neceſſary to fit us for the diſ- 
charge of the various duties incumbent upon us! 
Let us put, my brethren, our truſt and confidence 
in 
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in the Lord, 'in whom is everlaſting ſtrength; and 
learn to exerciſe a firm and ſteady dependance 
upon him. Have we loſt many of our fathers; 
let us look more to and depend more upon the 
Everlaſting Father. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. He has ſaid, Fear 
not I am with you, as I was with your fathers fo will 7 
be with you, I will never fail nor for ſake you,” be ſtrong 
and of good courage, Joſh. i. 2, 5, 6. nog rehdue 
of the ſpirit is with the Lord. oh 
g. Are many of the fathers and wophilt gone, 
and are ve following them ——whither- are we 
going ? A 9 . 
Our pious fathers are gone to Cod: as their own 
God, to Chriſt as their Savior, and to the bleſſed 
company of angels and happy ſpirits. Are we tra- 
velling the ſame road, and tending to the ſame 
ſtate? We know, we are going to the grave as to 
our bodies, and our ſpirits to God that gave them ; 
.we know we are going to give up our ſtewardſhip 
but what account can we give of it? Have we 
been good and faithful ſtewards, or have we been 
careleſs and indolent, wicked and unjuſt? Have 
we occupied the talents with which we were in- 
truſted, or have we hid them in the earth, con- 
cluding our maſter was hard and unreaſonable ? 
There were of old falſe prophets, falſe apoſtles, and 
falſe teachers; now what are we? What are the 
principles from which we att, and the views we. 
have in what we do? And what 1s the end like to 
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be; honor and glory, or ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt? Dan. xii. 2. If ve are found good 
and faithful ſervants we ſhall enter into the joy of 
our Lord; but if wicked and unprofitable, ſhall 
be caſt into into outer darkneſs, where there is 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Matt. xxv. 21, Ge. 
Our character as fathers, however venerable, and 
our office however honorable; the good opinion 
others may form of us, and the applauſe they may 
beſtow upon us; will not ſecure our final happi- 
neſs. - By the fruit the tree is known. Be not 
then decerved, God. is not mocked. What a man ſowell, 
that ſhall he alſo reap, Gal. vi. 7. 4-710 

4. Do the fathers and prophets die, ſhould not 
this excite thoſe amongſt whom they labor, more 
diligently and carefully to attend their miniſtra- 
tions ? j 

If you certainly knew this or the other ſermon 
would be the laſt your miniſter would ever 


| preach ; how deſirous would you be of hearing 


it, and with what ſeriouſneſs. and concern would 
you attend to it ? Now how do you know but 
every ſermon you hear may be the laſt ? and ſhould 
you not therefore attend to it as though it were? 
As your miniſters ſhould preach as dying men, fo 
you ſhould hear as dying men. I dare lay many 
are ready to acknowledge, that if their worthy fa- 
thers who are removed by death were now with 
them, they would pay greater regard to their in- 


ſtructions and counſels, and attend more diligently 
upon 
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upon their miniſtrations than they did heretofore, 


Should you not then be concerned thus to im- 
prove the labors of thoſe who are ſtill continued a- 


mongſt you!-—And as the children of the family 


ſhould improve the company of the fathers and 
prophets whilſt they have it, ſo others who are 
more remotely connected with them, and may 
reap advantage from them, ſhould be concerned 
to improve the opportunities put into their hands. 


Sinners as veil as ſaints ſhould prize thoſe bleſſed 


ſeaſons of grace with which they are indulged. Per- 
mit me, my friends, to addreſs you on this ſubjett 
in the molt affeclionate manner. You have been 
often called upon and perſuaded by every thing 
ſacred, by che mercies and terrors of the Lord. 
to forſake your evil ways and turn to the Lord. 
He ſends his ambaſſadors to you to beleech you, 
in Chriſt's ſtead. that ye be reconciled to God; 
They reaſon and expoſtulate with you, in the moſt 
moving and pathetic language; they pray for you, 
weep over you, and travel as it were in birth till 
Chriſt he formed in you. Now how fad muſt be 
your ſituation, if you are ſuffered to turn a deat 
ear, and refuſe to hearken to what is ſo intereſt» 


ing, and infinitely important! Many that have 


thus affectionately addrefſed you are no more, 
and-thoſe who now addreſs you will ſoon follow 
them. In alittle while they will be called to give 
an account of their ſtewardſhip; and what account, 
think you, will they be able to give of you? Will 

E they 
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they not be obliged to adopt the prophet's com- 
plaint all the day long 1 have flretched out my hands 
to a gainſaying and rebellious people ? And think, Sirs, 
what horror and amazement muſt ſeize the guilty - 
ſinner in that day! Sinners in Zion may well be 
atraid, and fearfulneſs ſurpriſe the hypocrite; 
Who can dwell with devouring fire, and everlaſt— 
ing burnings ? How will ſuch cry, but in vain, to 
the mountains and rocks to hide them from the 
face of him that ſitteth upon the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb! When the great day 
of his wrath ſhall come, who amongſt them all 
will be able to ſtand? Conſider this then, ye that 
forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces and there be 
none to deliver. Hear the gracious words that 
drop from the lips of your worthy fathers, and 
flee to the only refuge of poor periſhing ſinners, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Come, for all things are 
now ready! O come without delay, to the rich 
entertainment, the great ſupper, which the King 
of kings hath prepared for poor periſhing ſinners. 
The oxen and the failings are killed, and all thngs are 
ready, as you have heard from my worthy brother 
who addreſſed you in your native language, in the 
beginning of this opportunity. Neither he nor I 
may poſſibly ever addreſs you any more upon 
ſuch an occaſion. To-day therefore whilſt it is 
called to-day, if ye will hear our voice, harden 
not your hearts.— | EN 

| - 5. Do 
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5. Do the fathers die, and the prophets notlive 
for ever; ſhould not this conſideration engage us 
to behave towards them in a tender and affection- 
ate manner? | 

They are earthen veſſels, and will ſoon be 
broken, do not then deal roughly and unkind- 
ly with them, but whilſt they are continued to you, 
eſteem, love, and provide comfortably for them. 
— You are not however to ſuffer fin to lie even 
upon a father. Againſt an elder, ſays the apoſtle, 
receive not an accuſation, but before two or three witneſ- 

fes; which ſuppoles we may receive it, when juſt 
and well ſupported. The apoſtle adds, them that 
fin rebuke before all, that others alſo may fear, 1 Tim, 
v. 19, 20. And indeed by ſuch faithful and 
friendly reproofs, we beſt ſhew our love to them, are 
moſt likely to recover them out of the ſnare they 
may have fallen into, and do moſt effectually vin- 
dicate the honor of our divine maſter and his ho- 
ly religion. 
6. Do fathers and — die; what reaſon 
have we to bewail the loſs of ſuch uſeful venera- 
ble men? 
Of many of this character, who are now no 
more, it may be truly ſaid, they were burning and 
ſhining lights in their day; they were the ſalt of the 
earth ; the pillars of the church. With reſpett 
to many of our deceaſed fathers, we may adopt 


the language of David when he lamented over 
E Saul 
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Saul and Jonathan The beauty of Iſracl is ſlain, how 
are the mighty fallen] 2 Sam. i. 19. Our venera- 
ble father who was to have addreſſed you on this 
occaſion, was a father indeed, and greatly adorned 
the charatter he ſuſtained. He was called by di- 
vine grace in early life, wore his profeſſion well, 
held fait the form of found words commited to 
him, in faith and love, was not aſhamed of Chriſt 
or his goſpel, but witneſſed a good confeſſion be- 
fore many witneſſes, and walked worthy of the 
vocation wherewith he was called. He was bleſt 
with ſtrong natural powers, a good conſtitution, 
conſiderable gifts, and was very laborious and 
ſucceſsful in the Lord's vineyard for a great num- 
ber of years. In a word, as he was the natural 
father of a numerous family, ſo he was the ſpiri- 
tual father of many ſpiritual children. He was a 
father by office in the church where he preſided, 
and in this annual afſembly which he regularly at- 
tended for many years. But he 1s gone; the 
places that knew him ſhall know him no mote. 
He is advanced to the great and glorious aſſembly 
above, and joined in ſociety with thoſe worthy 
fathers that were removed before him. May we 
who are left behind, be followers of him, in . 
thing wherein he followed Chriſt! 

7. Are our fathers no more, and do the pro- 
phets not live for ever: how thankful ſhould we 
be, that nevertheleſs the great head of the church 


lives, and his word and ſtatutes endure for ever ? 
The 


LE * 1 
The permanency of the word amidſt the mor- 
tality of miniſters is the great ſupport and comfort 
of the church of God, and of every true chriſtian. 
Though miniſters die, the goſpel never dies. 
Though the veſſels that hold the treaſure may be 
and are daily broke, the treaſure remains the ſame 
and is preſerved ſtill. In the room of the fathers 
ſometimes the Lord is pleaſed to raiſe up the chil- 
dren to call him bleſſed. And pleaſing indeed is 
the proſpett we have of many young, pious, and 
promiſing miniſters, who, we may hope, will fill 
up the places of their deceaſed fathers with reputa- 
tion and ſucceſs. A happy indication this, that the 
Lord is not about to jeave us, but has mercy in 
ſtore for us. But above all, what ſhould moſt re- 
Joice us is. that the great head of the church lives, 
and ſhall live for ever. Death hath no more do- 
minion over him. He hath triumphed over 
death and the grave; and becauſe ke lives, his 
church and people fall live alſo. To him then 
let us ever look amidſt every change, on him de- 
pend, from him derive all our comfort! He it 
was that raiſed up thoſe fathers who in time paſt 
were ornaments to the church and the world; 
-and he can, and we truſt will raiſe up a ſucceſſion 
of wiſe and able men, who ſhall, as inſtruments 
in his hand, ſucceſsfully carry on the ſame glorious 
cauſe in which their predeceſſors were employed; 
building up the temple of the Lord, till the 
head- 
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head-ſtone is brought forth with ſhouting, crying 
Grace, grace unto it. On this foundation we may 
ſafely build for ourſelves and others, the church 
and the world, time and eternity; and on no 
other. 


Who builds on l/s than an immortal baſe, 
Fond as he ſeems, condemns his jovs to death.“ 


vous. 


At an ASSOCIATION of the Min isTERõS and 


MEesSENGERs of the BAPTIST CHURCHES 


in Waits, held at the Meeting-Houſe of the 
Rev. Mr. EVAN DAVIS, in the Pariſh of 


_ BazALEG6, in the County of MoxnxouTH, on 
the gth and 10th of Juxx, 1773- 


T- was der 28 That an Enlargement of the Tole- 
ration-A& in favor of ſuch Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
who cannot legally qualify themſelves as Miniſters or 
School-Maſters, under the preſent ſtate of the ſaid aR, is 
much to be deſired, 


Trar this Aſſociation highly approves of the application 
for ſuch enlargement, lately made to Parliament, by the 
general body of Proteſtant * Miniſters in and 
about London. 


THar this Aſſociation think themſelves, and the whole 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Intereſt, under great obligations to 
Sir HARRY HovucnToN, and thoſe other honorable and 
noble members of the legiſlature, who favored and pro- 
moted this application in both houſes of parliament, 


Tar the thanks of this Aſſociation be perſonally ten- 
dered to the following Gentlemen for their ready and 
friendly concurrence in ſupporting this application in the 
Houſe of Commons, with an humble requeſt for the con- 
tinuance of their countenance and ſupport, ſhould the ſame 

ſubje& 


_—— — —— — - 


* 


ſubje& happen to come before parliament in future, viz. 


_ Jonx Hanpuxy, Humeuney Macxwortn, CuarLles 


Moxcax, Joun MorxGan, Eiqrs. Sir WitLtam Owen, 
Baronet, Hun Owzx, GRITTIIH Pn1icties, the Right 
Hon. GEORGE Rice, Ciriartts Van, and the Hon. 


 Geonce VenaBrts Vernos, Eſgrs. and that a deputation 


wait on them for that purpoſe, 


THrar a. copy of theſe Reſolutions, ſigned by the Mo- 
derator, be tranſtnitted to the Rev. Dr. SrEN NET; and 
that he be deſired to lay the ſame before the Committee, 
and before the general Body in Loridon, and to intreat in 
caſe it ſhould be thought fit to renew the like application 
hereafter, that it may be made alſo in the name of all the 
Baptiſts in Warzs: And that the Committee of the 


general Body would pleaſe to act as a Committee * | 
RIG 3 . — ha 
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